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BRADFORD
Original Bradford Soap Works, Inc.

Lynne A. Fratus
U.S. Environmental Protection Avencv 
P.0. Box 738 ^ y 

Centerville, Virginia 22020

13 September 1989

Dear Ms Fratus:

In reply to your recent letter requesting two missing docoments, we 

wish to submit photocopies of the two letters to R.I. Department of

Environmental Manag^ent dated October 21 and November 4, 1980 as referenced 

m the copy of their reply which we originally submitted.

I have taken the liberty of updating both letters by adding 

current 1989 information to indicate what actually has. been taking place

e hope this will now present a complete and honest description of our 

operations.

Sincerely,

'1‘C.
William S. Barnes
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BRADFORD
Original Bradford Soap Works. Jnc.

Special Chemical Products WIST wamwick, a. I. oiasa • 401 eai-*i4i

October 21,1980

Mr, Stephen Majkut
Department of Environmental Management 
204 Cannon Building 
7S Davie Street 
Providence, PI 02903

Dear Mr, Majkut:

We have been requested by our trash removal service to contaot you 
concerning the possibility of obtaining a letter for permission to ,
dump what we believe to be a non-hazardous waste. The material is 
an aluminum soap. A brief description of its origin might help in 
understanding the material.

In the soap making process, a watery material settles to the bottom 
of the kettle, referred to as nspent lyen. This consists of water, 
glycerine, salt, sodium hydroxide and traces of soap. In order to 
process this liquid in our glycerine recovery plant, it is necessary 
to remove the soap. This is accomplished by adding aluminum sulfate . £ L, 
(alum) and hydrochloric acid to precipitate the soap. After^neutral- °'^ 
iziqg, the batch is filtered through a filter press to remove the t
atuminum Soap. The fat sources for the soap is about 90% tallow and co^ec-n^ 
10% coconut, oil. The resultant filter cake (containing no filter 
aide, or additivef) is an .almost dry aluminum soap filter cake. /lAbo-tp

We would appreciate your reply regarding this material.

Sincerely,
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November 4,19 SO

Ha. St£p/i«rt Uajkut
VepaAtment o{ lnvj.Jiontne.ntal Management 
204 Cannon Building 
75 Vavi4 StAeet 
PAovidence.ZJ 02903

VeaA Ha. Hajkutt

Thi* letteA it In Aeply to youA Aeque4t £oa £uAtheA in* 
£oAmation AegaAding tke ph o£ {ilteA cake (Aom oua glycenine 
AecoveAy opeAa^ion. IHy letteA o{ OctobeA 21,1940).

FiA4t$ let me coAAect one statement in my oAiginal letteA 
detcA+bing tke pAote** which U in caaoa. I had de^cAibed 
how the wateAy mateUal (“^pen* lye*) {Aom the bottom o£ 
the joap kettle U tAeated with aluminum 4ul{ate and hydAochloAic 
acid to pAeUpitate the loap. I stated the batch U UlteAed 
a£teAneutAalizing, wheAeai it U actually £ilteAed on the acid 
&4.de bt£oAe neutAalizing. aft«/s

■--------------- /VfurRflLa/Ff Tb p h l
Since theAe i4 no 4tandaAd method (ci-£ lea4t not known to u.4)
£oa de^eAmining ph o£ a basically insoluble matenial, we pAe~ 
paAed a.1\ dUpeuion o£ the matenial by mixing and °gnindinnM 
[with a 4tA.AAx.ng Aod) a 4mall amount o£ the almost dAy cake 
W4th distilled wateA. then diluting to volume. A check o£ at 
leatt £oua i&eanate batches yielded a atAult o£ ph 5. plut oa 
mtnu4 a tenth oa two.

Although thi4 i4 AepAeientative o{ what we have been pAoducina 
oua inquiAy into the subject ha4 4puAAed oua pAoduction people# 
to AnAtitute contAol4 to limit any exce**e4 o£ hydAochloAic 
aetd oa aluminum 4ul£ate beyond that which U nece44aAy Ioa the 
PAoce44. Not only wa4 thi4 pAompted by economic con4ideAation 
but in attempting to titAate acidity, it mi! dUcoveAed 
aluminum 4ul£ate it4el{ ha4 a.ph o( 3.2 in 1i 4olution, that 

and 4ince
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upon tit nation uiitk alkali, it 
oi -the hydKochloAic acid H*i*i 
nAuitutd to tailing the ph oi the

cotnplicatii the de-te*- 
, Thiu, we a*e hopdally 
lilUA take above the

{Xguee

Since* elf/,

ORIGINAL BRAPFORP SOAP WORKS,INC,

William S. Ba*ne-A 
LaboAatoAy

W$B/d«X



nrdSo;ip Work! Inc 
\V;iru-ic-k, R/ 0289,3

Lynne A. Fratus 

u.s.Environmental 

p*0. Box 738
Protection Agency

Centerville, Virginia 22020

Mil, 1,111,,,,!




